
. ' .  

l l  

. . . .  

I l l  I Ill1 

. . .  
... . . .  

U Y O R  
C I M  A N D  COUNTY DUILDING *DENVER.COLORADO - 0 0 2 3 2  

?larch 18, 1987 

I D r .  Thomas Vernon - 
Execu t ive  .D i rec to r  880024 
Colorado Departmenr of Heal th  
4210 E. 1 1 t h  Avenue 

. .  Denver ,  ~Colora-do 80220 . . . . . . . . . . . .  ................. ........... -___ 

Dear Dr. Vernon: 

Denver r e s i d e n t s  have c z l l e d  and w r i t t e n  t o  m e  w i t h  conc 'e rns  abou t  t he  
proposed t e s t  burn of mixed v a s t e s  a t  Rocky Flats. ' The p u b l i c  is 
e s p e c i a l l y  concerned  a b o u t  p o s s i b l e  i n c r e a s e d  h e a l t h  r i s k s  from e i r b o r n e  
C O n t a r h z n t S ,  p a r t i c u l z r l y  r a d i o a c t i v e  e m i s s i o n s ,  for t h o s e  dovnwind of 
t h e  f a c i l i t y .  I s h a r e  nany or' t h o s e  same conce rns .  

I am opposed K O  any t e s t  b u r n ' u n t i l  a number o f  v e r y  i m p o r ~ r n t  q u e s t i o n s  
a re  answered s z t i s f 2 c t o r i l y .  Eve ry th ing  p o s s i b l e  E U S C  be  done t o  ensu re  

r e s t  of che n e t r o  a r e a .  

. . .  . .  .- - . . . . . . . . .  . . . . .  

.. - ........ _. . . .  __ . t h e r e  vi11 be - n o  i n c r e a s e d  h e a l t h  r i s k  to . t h e  c i t i z e n s  of Denver and the  

.-.. I n  o r d e r  . . to p r o p e r l y  2ssess t h e  p o t e n t i 2 1  r i s k ,  t h e  Colorado  Depzrtmenc 
of --tiealth'-'(CDH)'-must:sk - s o m e a d d i t i o n a l  ,-.tough a c e s t i o n s  of Rockvel l  ........... 

and the-:De?artmcnt -of. EnerCy .(DOE) : - b e f x e  -a .-zest burn -is  t o  be a l loued .  

. 
.... 

-. _- - 

The most i m p o r t a n t  q u e s t i o n s  t o  be esked  have to do w i t h  a l t e r n z t i v e s  
t o  a t e s t  bu rn  a t  Rocky .F la t s .  
m a j o r  m e t r o p o l i t a n  erea w i t h  a p o p u l a t i o n  o'f a p p r o s i m a r e l y  1 .8  m i l l i o n  

Hany DOE f a c i l i c i e s  are l o c a t e 2  f a r  avey from any p o p u l a t i o n  
c e n t e r s .  Can DOE conducc t r i a l  bu rns  a t  t h e s e  f a c i l i t i e s ?  Does DOE 
p l a n - o n ' i n c i n e r a t i n g  o t h e r  mixed W a S t e S  at t h e i r  o c h e r  f a c i l i r i e s ?  

.. R o c k y , F l r t s  i s  l o c a t e d  upwind from a 

- . p e o p l e .  

. - ........ __ - 
. . . . . . .  - ....... - 

. . . . . .  . U h a r ' i s - ' c n e .  r i s k  of t r a n s p o r t i n g  t h e  mixed v a s t e  e l s e v h e r e  t o  be . .  

......... - .... . i n c i n e r a t e d  -ve r sus  . t h e - r i s k  IO. Denver .  r e s i d e n t s  , . f  rom . i n c i n e r r r i o n  . . . . . . .  2t 

. .  . . Rocky F l a t s ?  Is i n c i n e r a t i o n  r e a l l y  t h e  o n l y  o p t i o n ?  
.- , - .. 

. . .  _ .  _.._ . . . . .  . .  . .  
The CDH must a l s o  be  s u r e  t h e  t e s t  burn w i l l  a d e q u r t e l y  r e f l e c t  t he  

I .. condi t ' ions  o f  t h e  ongoing  burns  to f o l l o v  c h e i c e s c  b u r n .  What exacc lv  
i s  t o  be burned  d u r i n g  t h e  res t  burn  and i n  vha r  c o n c e n t r a t i o n s ?  g i l l  
t h e  same "formula" be used  f o r  f u t u r e  burns?  Will a sca l ed -up  v e r s i o n  
of t h e  t e s t  burn  p r o v i d e  t h e  same d e s t r u c t i o n  e f f i c i e n c y ?  

. - .  . . . .  

:. . . . . .  - . -..-....Host . c i r ' i z e n  c o n c e r n s .  have  been ' d i r e c t e d  a t  t h e  , p o t e n t i a l  emis s ions  
from t S e  f a c i l i t y .  
r e g a r d i n g - e m i s s i o n s  ; -monitor ing .and ash disposal . f o r  .boch . t h e  . t e s t  burn 

There are  s e v e r a l  q u e s t i o n s  t h a c  need t o  be answered 
. - .. ._ . _.___ 

. .  

and any s u b s e q u e n t  bu rns .  Once r e g u l a r  o p e r a t i o n s  

. . .  ... ,rnMIN REmm . . -  : .  -. .... ........... . . . . . . . . .  . . . .  . . . . . . . . . .  
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c o n t i n u o u s  n o n i t o r i n g  f o r  Khc Concclltr2LiOnS O f  r a d i o , l c t i \ p c  gasfs 
2 n d  p a r t i c u l a t e s  f rom t h e  s t a c k s ?  
p a r t i c l e s  of p l u t o n i u m  oxidc and u r a n i u c  c x i d c  a n d  L-hrt i r  t h c  
e f f i c i e n c y  of. t h e  f i l t e r s  i n  t r a p p i n g  t h c s e  p a r t i c l e s ?  
p c r c c n t a g e  of t h e  p a r t ' i c u l a t e s  p r o d u c c c  by i n c i n e r a t i o n  aiC 
smaller r h a n  0 .3  m i c r o n s  i n  s i z e ?  Kl;ol prrcen:2g.c of t l icsc  p a r t i -  
c u l & c e s  escape  and what i s  t h e  physicsl. K a k e u p  of t h o s e  e e i c s i c n c ?  
2 o u m u c h  - r a d i o a c t i v i t y  w i l l  e s c a p e  a s  p a r t  of t h o s e  f i n e  p a r c i c u l a t e c  
end h o c  much w i l l  e s c a p e  a s  g a s e s ?  hriasL r.iI.3. bc th.: h r l z z ~ d o a : ~  si:.5 

uill .  be  u s e d  f o r  d i s p o s a l  of t h z c  E E ~ ! ,  and v h e r c  vi11 i t  bc cisr?sed? 

W h s t  I t  r h c  s i z e  rzngc  f o r  

W ~ J K  - _ _ _ _ _  - . _ _  __  - _ _  .., . . . .  

_ _ ~  ............. 

.. r a d i o a c t i v e  c o n t e n t  of thc ash af Ker I n c i n e r z K i o n ?  Vn::.c p ~ c c ~ s s  

. . .  . .  . . . . . .  
These a r e  J u s t  a fel; of.the questions t h 2 t  need KC be z n s y c r e d .  b\z!?y 
o c h e r  q u e s t i o n s  vi11 b e  o u t l i n e d  by o c h e r s  i n  t h c i r  c o m e n t s  ycu vi11 
r e c e i v e .  No t r i a l  b u r n  s h o u l d  b e  z l l o v e d  u z l e s s  and until a l l  of 
t h e s e  i s s u e s  z r e  answered. L O  t h e  s a c i s f z c z i o n  of t h c  CDE r n d  t h e  
c o ~ ~ c n i t y  6s E vho le .  

-Rockve l l '  s - T i m e t z b l e  ,-'bui'-we- shou!.C .pu r sue  
q u e s ~ F o n s  i n  order to g u 2 r a n t e e  the p r o t e c t i o r :  of p u b l i c  ' 'ne;?rh. 

We s h o u l d  not rush i n t o  r h i s  ir: o r d e r  t: 3e- r . r '  
t h e -  EnShTrs to i hcs i !  

. . . . . .  

. .  . .  . . .  ..... - ... ... .................... - . .-_ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  _ .- . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . .  
S i n c e r e l y ,  . - .  

. . . . . . . . . . . .  ... . . . .  ........ . . .  . . . . . .  . . . .  . . .  . , .  - . . .  
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